Hugh Glover Kennedy
August 18, 1937 - December 9, 2019

Hugh Glover Kennedy, collector of jokes, books, rocks from vacation spots and other
useless items of sentimental value, died Monday, December 09, 2019 at Columbus
Hospice House on Moon Road. He was 82.
Mr. Kennedy was born August 18, 1937 in Montgomery, West Virginia. His father Carl was
a dentist, his mother Mary Eugenia a homemaker, and both of his brothers grew up to
practice dentistry with their father. When Hugh Kennedy chose English as a college major,
he called himself the “black tooth of the family.”
He had a bachelor’s degree from West Virginia University, and a master’s from the
University of Georgia.
He met Charlotte Ann Bradfield in the early 1960s as he came south to serve several
years in the U.S. Army. Mutual friends from the First Presbyterian Church choir introduced
the couple. In their courting days, Hugh walked Charlotte home to her apartment and,
playing off Hamlet’s “Good night, sweet prince,” substituted the word “princess.” Charlotte
would laugh, as he insisted he was being romantic.
The day of Mr. Kennedy’s proposal, he asked Charlotte to play Chopin’s “Raindrop
Prelude” on the piano in her parents’ home in Valley, Ala. The unsuspecting Charlotte had
to play the piece several times before he worked up his nerve to ask her to marry him.
Hugh and Charlotte wed on August 14, 1964 in Valley. Their son, Brad, was born in 1967
and daughter Allison came along in 1968. Mr. Kennedy was a proud and fun father. As
Charlotte slept late on Saturday mornings, Hugh would let his children put chocolate chip
cookies in their otherwise healthy cereal.
When Brad or Allison would scrape knees or elbows, he’d place them on the bathroom
counter for bandaging, calling himself “Dr. Daddy.”
He taught his children to drive on his stick-shift truck; his son to play golf, a game Mr.
Kennedy enjoyed since childhood; and he also introduced his children to good music, a
love of reading, stale jokes, and the importance of generosity and hard work. He was
patient in the ways that mattered but was impatient in grocery store lines and with
telemarketers.
Mr. Kennedy gave to numerous charities around town, and nationally, and believed in
giving anonymously. Throughout his life, he was active in Kiwanis, the Jaycees, and

volunteered extensively at First Presbyterian Church. For many years, Mr. Kennedy
provided his share of levity and wisdom at the weekly Men’s Prayer Breakfast. In his work
life, Mr. Kennedy first taught English and English literature at the former Baker High
School then at Hardaway High School where he also coached the golf team. He changed
careers in his 30s, becoming a vocational rehabilitation counselor for the State of Georgia.
He enjoyed helping people find their path in life, and others to re-enter the workforce after
becoming disabled. His leisure time included many rounds of golf, yard work and tending
to the family pets. One of his favorites was a golden retriever named Molly. He and
Charlotte traveled extensively, especially in their retirement years. He was very happy to
visit at least two famed golf courses, Pebble Beach and Augusta National. (In the mid1990s, he and Allison bumped into the pro golfer Bernhard Langer at a grocery store
during Masters Week. Knowing of Langer’s German heritage, Mr. Kennedy asked where
they might locate the German potato salad.)
He is survived by his wife, Charlotte Kennedy; children, Brad Kennedy of Lula, Ga., and
Allison Kennedy Owen (Michael) of Columbus; brothers Nathaniel Kennedy and Carl
Kennedy; and six nieces and nephews. The family believes that Mr. Kennedy’s trip to
heaven included a stop in West Virginia.
A Memorial Service is 11:00 a.m. Friday at First Presbyterian Church, 1100 First Avenue,
with the Revs. Danny Dieth and Connie Happell officiating. A reception and visitation will
follow at the church.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are welcome to First Presbyterian Church, 1100
First Ave., Columbus, GA 31901; or to Columbus Hospice, 7020 Moon Road, Columbus
GA 31909 www.columbushospice.com

Events
DEC
13

Celebration of Life Service with Visitation11:00AM - 12:00PM
First Presbyterian Church
1100 1st Ave., Columbus, GA, US, 31901

Comments

“

Charlotte, It was so wonderful meeting you & Hugh a few years ago on the wonderful
trip we shared. Have some good memories of you both. Please accept our deepest
sympathy & may Hugh rest in peace.
Best regards
Rhona & Colin Mudgway
GC Qld
Australia

Rhona Mudgway - December 18, 2019 at 05:41 PM

“

Dear Kennedy family. Please accept our deepest sympathies. What a fun and
generous man Hugh was leaving you with so many amazing memories.
Apologies for not attending today’s service... just now read obituary. Currently we
have our daughter and 22 mo and 4 yr old grands from Montana with us.
Peace to all.
Bob and Donna Tomayko

donna Tomayko - December 13, 2019 at 09:02 PM

“

I'm sending sympathy and love to you all during these difficult days. We will always
remember Hugh for his wit and good humor. He was a wonderful, kind man , and
we'll keep him in our hearts.
Judy Frazer Brouillette

Judy Brouillette - December 11, 2019 at 11:41 PM

“

I was a student of Mr. Kennedy’s at Hardaway High School. Very professional and
easy going.

Bill Plock - December 11, 2019 at 07:38 PM

“

A great guy to work with. Even in trauma we could find humor

harold mcrae - December 11, 2019 at 05:53 PM

“

Our loss - heaven’s gain.
May the Lord give you all comfort as you walk through the valley of grief
tom an nan - December 12, 2019 at 11:53 AM

“

Had several entertaining conversations and shared a few jokes. I really will miss this
gentleman
Charles Grant - December 12, 2019 at 06:00 PM

“

Charlotte, it is late now, so this is will be short, & I will add more later, I promise.
I am fwding this to Bob, as he is grieving with Bill & me. We are missing you & dear, dear
Hugh.
Love,
Juliette, Bill, & Bpb
Juliette - December 30, 2019 at 12:19 AM

“

Please accept my condolences.

Dick McMichael - December 11, 2019 at 05:25 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Laura Lowe - December 11, 2019 at 04:36 PM

“

A fine and funny gentleman. Our condolences to you all.

Pat CHITWOOD - December 11, 2019 at 02:49 PM

“

Suzanne Nahnee lit a candle in memory of Hugh Glover Kennedy

Suzanne Nahnee - December 11, 2019 at 12:46 PM

“

Dear Charlotte and family, Sincere condolences to you at this time. With hugs and
love, Suzanne S.

Suzanne Nahnee - December 11, 2019 at 12:45 PM

“

Hugh was such a delightful man with a tremendous sense of humor. He was one of
my mother's favorite people, which is saying a lot. Rest in peace, dear friend.

Gaby Azhqr - December 11, 2019 at 12:33 PM

“

As we share a first name, Hugh was always ready with a quip whenever we
encountered each other. I remember well his wit at Kiwanis Club and later at the
Coweta Falls chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. Sandrajoins me in
sending our sincerest condolences to Charlotte and the family.
Hugh Rodgers

Hugh Rodgers - December 11, 2019 at 11:48 AM

“

Charlotte -- So sorry for your loss. Please let us know if there is anything we can do
for you.
Georgette & George

Georgette Nixon - December 11, 2019 at 11:00 AM

