Joel William DeBruyn
July 22, 1975 - March 25, 2019

Joel William DeBruyn was born on July 22, 1975 to loving parents Hans and Lynda
DeBruyn in Rochester, NY. He was lost tragically to brain cancer at the age of 43 in
Columbus, GA surrounded by his wife and his sister-in-law, Kristina Peck (Kelly) of
Charlotte, NC.
He is survived by his wife, Michelle DeBruyn of Columbus, GA; his parents Hans and
Lynda DeBruyn of Victor, NY; his brother Josh DeBruyn (Erin) and nephews Miles and
Willem of Asheville, NC; his brother Jon DeBruyn (Tracey) and nieces Abigail and Noel of
Victor, NY, and niece Kennedy Peck of Charlotte, NC. Joel was loved by many near and
far. Although not an exhaustive list of his blood relatives, he had even more wonderful
friends, most of whom came to his aid in the end of his eight year battle including Thomas
Moore of Huntsville, AL.
What will stay with those who loved him best is his sense of humor and his exceptionally
compassionate soul. Even in the end, he was making all of those around him smile. He
had a talent for putting others at ease and could diffuse any tense situation. Joel’s gentle
heart was second to none.
A former elementary physical education teacher at McBride Elementary on the Fort
Benning army base as well as several schools within the Muscogee County, he tried to
instill a love of sportsmanship and good conduct over competition in his students. He
loved teaching and missed it dearly when he was no longer able to work.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to American Brain Tumor Association at
www.abta.org.

Comments

“

I have fond memories of Joel, when he was around 11 years old, growing up in our
old neighborhood. I remember him helping one day as we made our seasonal tomato
sauce. He especially spent time playing with my brother Fabian. He was the
sweetest and most compassionate boy that I can remember!! I knew then that he
was a special person. I was heartbroken when I heard of his passing. My entire
family loved him and is griefstricken and shocked. My deepest condolences for all of
Joel’s family on behalf of my entire family and I. Our prayers are with you. Sandra
Leni and Family.

Sandra Leni - April 05 at 01:26 PM

“

We love you, Joel.

Josh Eyler - March 30 at 11:43 PM

“

As parents ourselves, we know that there could be no greater pain than to be predeceased by a child no matter the age. Joel’s passing is made more tragic in that he
leaves so many who loved him and treasured his friendship. To our dear friends,
Lynda and Hans, to Shellie, to brothers Jon and Josh and to his extended family and
large circle of friends, we extend our most sincere condolences during this time of
unspeakable sorrow. Please find comfort in your cherished memories of Joel. Smile
back when he smiles at you in your dreams with that look that defined his fun-loving
nature. Treasure the moments when you feel his presence as you go about your
daily routines. Those memories allow you to hold him close even when he is
untouchable. And know, that our hearts break with yours as you endure what has to
be one of life’s cruelest pains.
Keep each other close as you heal together.
Don & Gail Garrett, Webster, NY

Don & Gail Garrett - March 30 at 04:12 PM

“

14 files added to the album Joel

Michelle M DeBruyn - March 30 at 11:06 AM

