Mrs. Sara Staton Singer
April 20, 1937 - June 24, 2020

Sara Staton Singer (83) of Columbus, GA passed away on June 24, 2020 at Columbus
Hospice. She was born on April 20, 1937 to Dr. and Mrs. Torrence Ripley Staton (Marian
Eisenbrown) in Atlanta, GA. She graduated from Emory University as part of the first
inaugural women’s class where she met William “Bill” Benton Singer. They married in
1958 and made Lumpkin, GA their home for 60 years. Sara taught school for more than
40 years at Lumpkin Elementary School and Brookstone School and made learning come
alive by bringing her students to Stewart County to learn about fossils, flowers, creeks,
and farms. She was known for her wildflower gardens, as well as being a well-prepared
host and constant community volunteer. Her family knew her for her love of the outdoors,
hikes in the North Carolina mountains, crawling through underground passages in
Tennessee caves, and when required, using pruning shears to snip the head off a
rattlesnake in her garden shortly before a family wedding.
Sara and Bill found joy in the finding the first bloodroot of spring in the farm’s woods and,
with her dear friend, Rhoda, enjoy the mountain laurel at Shady Grove. She loved people.
She stayed in touch with her dear Emory friends each year and made meaningful
connections with her students, family and friends. She was a leader. She served Lumpkin
and Stewart County working on historic preservation, beautification and educational
opportunities, including acting as a founding member of both the Stewart County Historical
Commission and Historic Westville, Inc.
Sara is survived by her sister, Deborah Staton Cook (Mrs. Sid) and her four children and
their spouses, Rip and Linda Singer (Columbus), Mary Deborah and Gary Bruce
(Columbus), Marian and Michael Rose (Wellfleet, MA), and Julian Singer and Chandler
Collins (Columbus). Her grandchildren include Will Singer (Molly), Tory Singer (Casey),
Sara Carolyn Bruce, Benton Bruce, Garrett Rose, Neilly Rose, Evie Rose, James Rose,
Wes Bruer, and Warren Bruer. She also is survived by her sisters-in-law, Mrs. Fred
(Jeanne) Singer and Mrs. Buck (Dot) Singer, many nieces and nephews whom she loved,
and her dear friend Rhoda Ingram Averett.
She is predeceased by her husband, Bill, and by her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Torrence
Ripley Staton, and by her aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. (Nora McNeil) Theodore Logine
Staton. Sara loved her family and we loved her.

Due to the current Covid-19 crisis and with a desire to keep everyone as safe and healthy
as possible, Sara’s funeral will be attended by family only. The family so wishes that we
could be with everyone who loved and will miss Sara, to share your stories, and
fellowship. Should you wish to make a donation in her memory, two organizations that
were meaningful to Sara were the Lumpkin United Methodist Church (P.O. Box 188
Lumpkin, GA 31815) and Historic Westville, Inc. (3557 S Lumpkin Rd, Columbus, GA
31903). Funds donated to the Sara Singer Memorial Fund at Westville will be designated
to relocate the Potter's Shop from Lumpkin to the new Columbus facility.

Comments

“

I knew Sara Singer from Spring Harbor where we both live. She was a wonderfully
kind and caring lady that I enjoyed dining with and talking to. Sending love and
prayers to her family.
Marian Dudash
Spring Harbor

Marian Dudash - June 29 at 07:43 PM

“

Wonderful teacher who brought the outdoors alive for so many. She will be missed!
My thoughts are with her family.
Catherine Trotter

Catherine B Trotter - June 29 at 09:31 AM

“

A grand lady. A beloved teacher, lifetime mentor and friend. She made her mark by
her life’s work in Lumpkin and in the region by the lives she molded with her kindness
and presence. Thoughts are with her family.

Fred Overby - June 28 at 11:52 AM

“

Our “Soul Mates Group” from Emory has meant so very, very much to me over the
years!! Your Mama was such an incredible, special lady!!!! I will thank God through
eternity for the incredible bond He gave us for each other. We have baskets full of
wonderful, wonderful memories together. I am praying for all of your precious family
and for all of us!!! Lots and lots of love, Kemper Meadows

Kemper Meadows - June 27 at 12:31 PM

“

We all loved Aunt Sara! She was sweet, kind, and always there if we needed
anything! Sending hugs and strength to all during this difficult time. Love to all

allison macdowell - June 26 at 11:12 PM

“

What a wonderful lady and lovely tribute! Please know our hearts are heavy and we will
pray for peace As we know you will miss this special family legacy!! What a gem!
Jeff and Amy Smith - June 27 at 06:54 AM

“

We don't even know where to start talking about all the wonderful memories we have of
Sara. She was such a genteel lady with so many talents. So many great memories of the
house in Lumpkin with holidays, weddings, family get togethers. Bill and I loved her dearly
and will keep her and Pa Bill in our hearts forever. It is a privilege being a part of Sara and
the Singer family. Love you all dearly and hope we can get together after this chaos.
Marsha and Bill Singer
Marsha Singer - June 27 at 04:32 PM

