Mr. Carl L. Williams, Jr.
May 21, 1932 - March 19, 2020

Carl L. Williams, Jr., of Columbus, GA, died Thursday, March 19, 2020, from complications
following surgery.
A private funeral service for the family was held at McMullen Funeral Home and
Crematory, 3874 Gentian Blvd. Columbus, GA 31907, with a public memorial service to be
held at a later date, when the health crisis subsides. A private Interment was held at
Parkhill Cemetery.
Carl was born in Trion, GA on May 21, 1932, to the late Carl and Myrtis Williams. He grew
up in Trion and graduated from Trion High School in 1949 where he served as class
president all four years. He earned a Bachelor of Science in Textiles, with Honor, in the
Cooperative Program from Georgia Tech, in 1954. He was a member of Tau Beta Pi
Engineering Honor Society, Phi Psi Textile Honor Fraternity, and the Briaerean Honor
Society for Cooperative Program students at Georgia Tech.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his first wife, Jean Williams,
second wife, Gloria Williams, and sister, Nancy Stewart.
Carl married Jean in 1953, and they were happily married until her death in 1990.
Carl served in the United States Army for two years, most recently at Fort Benning. He left
the Army in 1954 with an honorable discharge as a First Lieutenant. He joined Reeves
Brothers, a textile company, in 1955. He worked for Reeves Brothers and its successor,
Fieldcrest/Cannon, until retirement in 1995. Carl spent his entire career at the Eagle &
Phenix Mill in Columbus, GA, with various responsibilities, including plant manager,
division/area manager for Georgia and Alabama, and division vice president.
Carl married Gloria in 2005, and they were happily married until her death in 2015.
Carl was an avid golfer and a member of Bull Creek Golf Course. Among his golf

highlights were two holes in one at Bull Creek. He was a former member of the Golf
Authority of Muscogee County.
Carl was a loyal fan of Georgia Tech sports. He loved baseball and visiting stadiums. He
personally attended a game in every major league baseball park that existed during his
adult lifetime, through 2007, and made sure to buy a lapel pin, hot dog, and peanuts at
most of the parks.
In 1973, Carl joined with Lee Railey, Don Padgett, and the late Ron Brown to form a golf
group that has lasted to this day. Over the years, the group has averaged two rounds of
golf per week. C.L. Moffitt joined the group in 2007 and was a member until his death in
2019. Due to health reasons, Ron had to stop playing golf in 2009 and Don had to stop
playing in 2014. Carl’s son, Chip, became a “part-time” member of the golf group in 1999.
Carl was a member of the Beallwood Baptist Church since 1957, where he served as
chairman of the deacons, church treasurer, and member of the finance, building, and
stewardship committees. He also served as Sunday school superintendent and as a
Sunday school teacher.
Carl enjoyed being “Guy Guy” to his grandson, Rob.
Carl is survived by his daughters, Leigh Williams of Columbus, GA and Amy Lacher of
Marietta, GA; son Chip Williams (Debbie) of Vinings, GA; grandchildren, Robert Lacher
and fiancée Katherine Baquero Herrera of Marietta, GA, Chip Cathey of Winter Park, FL,
Jeff Cathey (Heather) of Troutman, NC, Trey Cathey of Fayetteville, GA; greatgrandchildren, Vivian Cathey of Winter Park, FL, and Luke and Dylan Cathey of Troutman,
NC; stepmother, Jessie Williams of Abilene, TX; stepsister, Linda Vines (Tommy) and their
children, Les, Laurie, and Lance; niece, Nina Micale (Paul) and their children, Laura and
Patrick of Marietta GA; and several aunts, uncles, and cousins.
In honor please make donations to the Beallwood Baptist Church Building Fund, 4650
Veterans Pkwy, Columbus, GA 31904.

Cemetery
Parkhill Cemetery
Columbus, GA, 31907

Comments

“

My sincerest condolences to the Williams family. I "inherited" Carl as a dental patient
from the late Dr. Nolan Johnson in 1988, and he was a patient of mine until I moved
from Columbus in 2016. It always amused me how he scheduled his appointments
around his golf game, and after reading his wonderful life story, I now see why! He
loved telling me about all of his visits to the major league ball parks and how one of
his daughters would accompany him- I only wish that I could attend his memorial
service to meet you in person. I have told that father-daughter story time and time
again. One final note- as my second child was being born in April 1990 and as I was
"over the moon" about having just had a daughter, I ran into Carl in the lobby of the
Medical Center, and I was so excited that I couldn't help but share with him the news
of my daughter's birth which had just occurred minutes before. He related that at
nearly the same time, his wife had just passed away, and he remarked about the joy
of a new life. I never forgot that moment and have always looked back on it with
gratitude for his gentleness and humility. And isn't that what a legacy is? The world is
a lesser place without him, but it is Heaven's gain. My prayers go out to you in the
coming days and weeks.
Sincerely,
Richard K. Straus, D.M.D.

Richard K. Straus, Sr. - March 24 at 10:23 PM

“

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the family of Mr. Carl L Williams Jr..

March 24 at 05:06 PM

“

I send my deepest condolences to Leigh, Amy and Chip over the passing of their
beloved father. Carl was my neighbor for many years, the best neighbor ever. He
was a dear friend, one of the kindest and most gentle men I have ever known. I will
always remember our chats over the back yard fence and the races we had with our
lawnmowers. Heaven has gained one of God's special servants. Rest in sweet gentle
peace, Carl.

Carole Hilliard - March 24 at 01:36 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Mr. Carl L Williams.

March 24 at 07:35 AM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about Carl’s passing. My Mom, Patsy Livingston, and Dad,
Al were great friends of Carl and Jean and then Gloria. My mother is living in
Alpharetta in an Alzheimer’s facility and has lost her ability to talk or walk. A couple
of years ago, Amy brought her dad to the facility to see Mom and her eyes lit up
when she saw Carl. It took a couple of minutes for his face to register with her but I
know she knew who he was. He was so kind and sweet and talked to her about old
times and I think just the sound of his voice was so soothing to her. Please accept
our sincere sympathies to Amy, LeighAnn and Chip. I can’t see Mom right now and I
won’t tell her about his death but when I can see her again I will be able to remind
her of so many good times with her good friend.
Cindy Livingston Farley

Cindy Farley - March 23 at 07:31 PM

“

Goodbye to my best friend and golf buddy! You will surely be missed. Our Love and
Prayers are with the family. Lee and Madge Railey

Lee Railey - March 23 at 03:39 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Carl L Williams.

March 23 at 10:36 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mr. Carl L Williams.

March 23 at 10:23 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mr. Carl L Williams.

March 22 at 10:43 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Carl L Williams.

March 22 at 11:00 AM

