James David Chapman
June 20, 1943 - January 3, 2020

James David Chapman, age 76, of Waverly Hall, GA passed away in the comfort of his
home surrounded by loved ones on Friday January 3, 2020.
Funeral services will be held 11:00 AM Friday January 10, 2020 at the Chapel of
McMullen Funeral Home and Crematory 8374 Gentian Blvd. Columbus, GA 31907, with
Bishop Wes Swanson officiating. Interment will follow at Ft. Mitchell National Cemetery,
with full Navy Honors. The family will receive friends from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM Thursday
January 9, 2020 at the funeral home.
James was born on June 20, 1943 in Savannah, GA. James served in the U.S. Navy at
the age of 19 and enjoyed the fellowship of his fellow servicemen. Shortly he married the
love of his life, Brenda Chapman (Burns) in the summer of 1964. Together they raised
their three boys David, Alex, and Heath.
Through his wreck that left him paralyzed from the waist down, he managed to become a
man of true strength and determination. He was able to encourage those around him
including wounded Veterans and his family. He was an amazing athlete, leader, teacher
and friend. He acquired multiple national records in the areas of swimming and biking. He
competed in other competitive sports as well, paving the way for others to be inspired.
James Chapman was a wonderful example of selflessness, helping serve his Church and
community. He was a missionary for two years in the state of California with his wife
Brenda. And he also served as a Scoutmaster for over twenty five years, and was an
active member in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
James Chapman was a man of pure muscle and determination. Everyone who had the
pleasure of knowing him knew that he was a man of great strength and will. Building cars
with his sons and grandchildren brought him great joy. He loved cars and he loved telling
stories of all of his adventures with his many fast cars.
James was a man who loved his family most of all. He dedicated his life to setting an
example for them in the way he lived his life. He never gave up when things got tough. He
built many memories with those he loved, he will be truly missed by all that knew and
loved him.
James Chapman was the loving husband of Brenda F. Chapman, devoted father of James
Chapman Jr., Jerrod Heath Chapman, and Alexander Duane Chapman. The loving

“Grandpa” of Amanda C. Insco, Karalea Bell, Jaxon S. Chapman, Jordan Chapman,
Triston Chapman, Konner Chapman, and Isabella Chapman. His great grand-children
Emily Insco, Harper Bell, and Ryder Insco. He is also survived by his brothers Rudy R.
Chapman, Wayne E. Chapman, and his sister Deloris A. Darling.

Events
JAN
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Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

McMullen Funeral Home and Crematory
3874 Gentian Blvd, Columbus, GA, US, 31907

JAN
10

Funeral Service

11:00AM

McMullen Funeral Home and Crematory
3874 Gentian Blvd, Columbus, GA, US, 31907

Comments

“

Brother Chapman was a wonderful and exemplary home teacher to us for many
years when my children were small, including a year when my husband was in Korea
and we called on him for a helping hand. It seemed like he could help in ways you
wouldn't think possible, he was impossibly strong, active, and and of good cheer with
a congenial and willing spirit. (What a blessing he was to us for those crucial years.)
Later, when my husband became disabled and moved to wheelchair use, the
example Brother Chapman had set was an inspiration from which Ralph drew to
keep his pwn spirits up. What a thrill it was to "run into" him a VA hospitals such as
Atlanta and Augusta, and spend a little time "catching up." A truly great man has left
us "for a season."

SHIRLEY HOK - January 11 at 01:14 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of James David
Chapman.

January 09 at 10:48 AM

“

James Chapman
Was the most loving kindest man I've ever met. He had obstacles in his life, but he
worked through those obstacles. He was always helping others on there
automobiles,boats, lawn mowers. He also devoted his time in scouts all his life
helping scouts working on there merit badges,ranks, and eagle. He was always
giving good advice and putting an smile on people's face and making them laugh. It's
been an honor being apart of James chapman life as a friend. James chapman will
be greatly missed on earth, but his legacy will continue on earth with his love and
service he has shown to others.
I'll miss you my friend, God be with you till we meet again!
Your Friend, Mark Bettes

Mark bettes - January 09 at 08:56 AM

“

My Grandpa was a man of true courage and strength. To many he was a man who
rose to the challenge and obstacles in front of him. He built cars and competed in
Wheelchair Games Nationally. But to his close family especially his grandchildren, he
was Grandpa. A man who could make you laugh by a simple facial expression, or
pretend nose picking. He was a man that arm wrestled at will and encouraged
greatness from those close to him. He was a man that gave a true hug, and true
advice in times of need. He was the best grandpa I could ever have. Waking up in a
world without him is not the same. All I can do is honor him in how I live my life and
how I raise my kids. He taught me that no obstacle is too great If you put a little
grease and muscle into it. Thank you to all who have sent flowers and commented
kind words. I love you Grandpa.

Amanda - January 08 at 07:24 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:45 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:44 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:44 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:43 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:42 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:42 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:41 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:41 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:40 PM

“

Doug & Kay Carden lit a candle in memory of James David Chapman

Doug & Kay Carden - January 07 at 08:39 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:33 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 08:31 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tamara Lawter - January 07 at 07:06 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tamara Lawter - January 07 at 07:04 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tamara Lawter - January 07 at 07:04 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tamara Lawter - January 07 at 07:03 PM

“

James was an unique person. Always had a smile on his face, and never said a
mean word about anyone! I love all the stories he shared with me. The cow in the
pool! Taking the dogs de-worming pills! Running out of gas on the lawn mower! But
the best story is about him trying to sleep in the back of the camper as Brenda is
driving down the mountain and the trailer is fish tailing! James ended up on the floor!
I still laugh hard about that one! Many prayers for all of his family!
Tammy Lawter

Tammy Lawter - January 07 at 06:59 PM

“

Thank you Tammy for all of the photos and memories. We truly appreciate you. He will be
missed by all of us.

No one else like him.

Amanda - January 08 at 07:18 AM

“

All our love, Tammy Lawter and Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum
for the family of James David Chapman.

All our love, Tammy Lawter and Family - January 07 at 06:55 PM

“

What a wonderful friendly guy James has always been . Our heart felt prayers go out
to all the family
The Wheelers
Waverly Hall, Ga

Tena Wheeler Skidmore - January 06 at 05:16 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of James David Chapman.

January 05 at 08:23 PM

“

To the Chapman Family, I am not a close friend but I did know James thru his sister
Deloris Darling. He was always a very nice man with a quick bright smile. So kind
and always friendly. The times I had seen him with his loving family you could tell he
was very proud of all of them. I'm very sorry for you loss, I know it is a very sad time
for everyone. I pray the Lord will give each of you the strength it takes to heal. God
Bless each of you, I am thinking about you. Peace and God rest his soul.

Wilma Brown - January 05 at 08:28 AM

“

My heartfelt condolences to the family. Uncle James was a giant of a man. I
remember as a young girl coming to family reunions , swimming in his pool and
seeing Uncle James doing wheelies in his chair and think that was so amazing. How
strong je must be. As an adult I fully realized exactly how true that was as I began to
see and hear of the races he did in his chair. A great man of courage.

Vickie Donovan( Strickland) - January 05 at 02:14 AM

