Mobley "Butch" Gordon Estes
February 7, 1941 - September 26, 2019

Mobley “Butch” Gordon Estes, 78, of Columbus, GA died Thursday, September 26, 2019
peacefully at home. A memorial service will be held 2:00 PM Tuesday, October 1, 2019 at
St. Luke United Methodist Church, 1104 2nd Ave, Columbus, GA 31901, with Rev. Brett
Maddocks officiating. The family will receive friends following the service in Stockwell Hall.
Butch was born February 7, 1941 in Columbus, GA son of the late Mobley Quay Estes
and Virginia Bourland Estes. He was a lifelong member of St. Luke UMC. He graduated
from Columbus high School in 1959 and attended Mississippi State University.
His career started as a residential building contractor in Columbus. He also owned several
restaurants before opening and operating Century Antiques for 40 years. He shared his
love and passion for importing and restoring English antiques with his wife, Dianne, as
they traveled extensively throughout England together. Along with collecting antiques,
Butch’s hobbies included fishing and scalloping at their beach home in Cape San Blas,
Florida, where he shared these beloved activities with his grandchildren.
During the last decade, Cashiers, NC, was his second home where he enjoyed opening
another antique store with Dianne, spending time with new friends, and playing gin rummy
at Cedar Creek Club. Among Butch’s favorite things in life were eating his daughter
Lyndee’s decadent desserts, spoiling his rescue animals, and sharing games and jokes
with his grandchildren.
Other than his parents, he was preceded in death by his sister Ginger Austin.
Survivors include his loving wife of 57 years, Dianne Alford Estes of Columbus, GA;
children, Thad Estes (Allison), Lyndee Daffin (Alan), Jennifer Dykes (Tra) all of Columbus,
GA; sisters, Elaine Young and Alice Patton Estes; grandchildren, Mobley Estes, Sanders
Estes, Hayes Dykes, Grayson Dykes, and Chapman Dykes.
In Lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial contributions be made to the John B.
Amos Cancer Center, 1831 5th Ave, Columbus, GA 31904, St. Luke United Methodist
Church, 1104 2nd Ave, Columbus, GA 31901, Myasthenia Gravis Association at
www.myasthenia.org, or Cashiers - Highlands Humane Society, 200 Gable Dr. Sapphire,
NC 28774.
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1104 2nd Ave, Columbus, ga, US, 31901

Comments

“

So sorry for your loss. It seems that life sometimes wants to take more from us than
it gives. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Bill and Kristina Massey.

William P Massey - October 01 at 09:58 PM

“

Aunt Diane, Thad, Lyndee, and Jennifer:
I am truly sorry for the loss of Uncle Butch, he was such a dear kind, fun sweet soul. I
have many Fond’s memories throughout my life with him as a child, and many roads
trip to the Beach, and many summer nights in Columbus with all of you!
May God grant you all Peace of his passing knowing that Uncle Butch will no longer
suffer and endure any more pain on this earth! May God Bless and Strengthen each
of you today and many days to come.
Lovingly, Claire H Austin and my three children, Hannah, Will, and Virginia

Claire Austin - October 01 at 08:37 AM

“

Dear Dianne, Thad, Lyndee & Jennifer,
We were so sorry to hear of Gordon's passing. Our thoughts are with you at this sad
time.
We have really have missed you both coming over to England, we cherish all the
memories of our time we spent together in our passion for Antiques.
Love & prayers from
Roland, Marion & family. xxx

Marion Wheadon - October 01 at 05:30 AM

“

I have so many Butch stories I could write a book. As a five year old bratty cousin I
spent a lot time with him. I followed him everywhere and he soon became my hero.
We played football ,base ball and had swordfights with sticks. Sometimes we would
play superman in his bedroom. Butch would lay on his back and I would climb on his
legs with my arms stretched out and I would fly. One time I flew down the stairs .In
the winter we would fly kites at the park by the high school. He could get the kite so

high you could almost loose sight of it On Saturdays we would go to the movies.
Onetime we saw a gangster movie. Outside the theater they had and old car on
display that was full of bullet holes . .Butch said the cops had shot the crooks driving
it. I am sure it was Bonnie and Clyde's car.. Some movies were a little too intense for
me. We saw Vincent Price in The House of Wax, it was in 3d and you had to wear
little green glasses to see it clearly. I had nightmares after that one. He was a great
teacher .After others had failed, he taught me to tie my shoes. His secret, we were
both left handed. After my first dog died he found me a puppy. She was black with
tan paws. I named her Bootsie. While he was a great cousin sometimes he wasn't a
good brother. Once we went to their Aunt Colleens house. Butch did something to
Elaine. When we got home Aunt Virginia lit him up with Uncle Johnny's razor strap.
My mother told me when he was young he wouldn't come when Aunt Virginia called
him for dinner, She soon figured out how to get his attention. She would just call out
Hershey Bar and Butch would come running. He loved Hershey Bars. His first love
was making money and he had a knack for it. Once he got a magic set with a cape
and wand. His plan was to charge the neighborhood kids to see him do his tricks
.After his first show, being the blabber mouth I was, I told the kids how he did the
tricks. His anger was short lived, but all was soon forgiven and his smile would
return. Years latter I saw that smile when he played with his kids. Sadly ,it has
passed .I hope to see again in the future . You see. He's still my hero. Johnny
John lyster - October 01 at 05:18 AM

“

Johnny, thank you so much for sharing those wonderful stories. It is priceless to read with
lots of tears and some laughter.
It’s ironic because as kids we all thought you were so cool because every time you came to
visit you were driving a different fabulous and unique new or old classic.
My mom told me she spoke to you the other day and had a good catch up. Please know we
are praying for you as well.
Much love,
Lyndee
lyndee daffin - October 02 at 03:18 PM

“

Dianne, Thad, Jennifer and Lindy, our prayers are with all of you and your family at
this time of loss. The days ahead will be tough but your faith will get you through it.
He will be with you in spirit each time you visit his favorite places in Highlands and on
Cape San Blas. God Bless.

Tom Queen - September 30 at 07:57 PM

“

We so much enjoyed the few years in North Carolina that we were able to enjoy
Butch's great stories, tales of great places to get good barbecue and fabulous sense
of humor. He was the first person to welcome us and our family to the mountains,
coming up the driveway and inviting us to dinner within a few hours of our starting to
move in to our new home. He introduced us to scrambled dogs and what hospitality
really looks like. He continued to be one of the best neighbors we have ever had.
We are really going to miss Butch.
Love,
Mel and Kitty Martinez
Winter Park, Florida

Kathryn Martinez - September 30 at 06:18 PM

“

Prayers lifted up for all of you during this time of loss. Although it is so difficult to lose
such a special loved one, lean on each other, trust God to give you strength, and
remember the wonderful memories you have.
Love and prayers continuing to come your way - Cissy Carles Giglio

Cissy Giglio - September 30 at 12:22 PM

“

Dianne, I’m so sorry to learn of Butch’s passing. You and your family are in my
thoughts and prayers. He will be missed by many.

Anita y. Sandefur - September 30 at 09:10 AM

“

Our prayers are with y'all...
Hal & Carol Kirven

Hal Kirven - September 30 at 07:27 AM

“

Dianne, I am so sorry to hear about Butch. You two seemed to have lived the
American dream. I always envied you two.. I know you have wonderful memories of
all the things you have done and seen. I'm glad you have such a wonderful family to
be with now.
I would have loved to be there tomorrow but I have a bad foot and am having trouble
walking. I will call you when I come to Columbus again. Be strong.
Love, Teency

Teency Good - September 30 at 07:12 AM

“

We so enjoyed knowing Butch. Ron Jaynes ( my brother) worked at Century
Antiques for years. He had such a connection with Butch with their love of antiques.
He will be missed so much. Our deepest condolences to the entire family. May you
find comfort with the love of family and friends.
Glenda Jaynes Jenss (Edward)

glenda jaynes jenss - September 29 at 08:45 PM

“

Diane with great sadness, I am thinking of you and the children. may GOD give you
the strength to carry on. Butch was always a pleasant boy and man .I have wonderful
memories of you both. Sincerely, Emily Spano-Bentley

Emily Spano-bentley - September 29 at 12:30 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mobley "Butch" Gordon
Estes.

September 29 at 12:27 PM

