William "Bruce" Barnes
March 28, 1955 - March 28, 2020

William “Bruce” Barnes, 65, of Ellerslie, GA., passed away Saturday, March 28, 2020 at
St. Francis Hospital.
Due to the public health crisis a Memorial Service for Bruce will be announced at a later
date after the Covid-19 pandemic has subsided.
Bruce was born March 28, 1955, in Columbus, GA. son of the late William Harvey Barnes
and JoAnn Barnes. Other than his parents he is also preceded in death by his brother
Steve Randall Barnes.
Bruce was a locomotive engineer with Norfolk Southern Railroad and he retired after 40
years of service. His first job was a lifeguard at Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, GA.
Survivors include his wife Sondra Barnes of Elllerslie, GA. and step-son Ryan Posey
(Cindy) of Seattle,WA., grandson Aiden Posey (mother Brandy) of Buford, GA., nephew
Bret R. Barnes (Angela) of Statesboro, GA., aunt Adele Wilson of Gardendale, AL., sister
in law Genny Barnes of Pine Mountain, GA., several cousins and his railroad family.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations in memory of William Bruce Barnes to the
Lauren Donkar General Transplant Services Fund C/O Piedmont Healthcare Foundation,
Inc. 2001 Peachtree Rd. NE, Suite 400, Atlanta, GA 30309

Comments

“

Goodbye to a dear old friend. It had been a while since I last saw him, but I'll always
remember the great memories....his sense of humor, and his great personality. Such
a tragic loss, and way too soon.
Ken Shaw

Ken Shaw - April 17 at 07:47 PM

“

“

Oh my sweet friend, I will never forget our special young friendship we had! RIP Brucie
Debbie Fletcher - May 01 at 09:20 PM

I was very sorry to hear of the passing of Bruce. I had known Bruce since the early
70's as a lifeguard at Callaway Gardens. Bruce always looked forward to the
reunions of lifeguards over the last number of years. I would see Bruce many times
over the years and he was always pleasant and a fun person to talk to. We would
talk about the railroad,the stock market,old friends, and some of the good times of
living in Columbus. Many prayers for Sondra and family. Bruce will truly be missed by
all who knew him.
Larry Cooley- April 2 at 9;30 AM

Larry Cooley - April 02 at 09:38 AM

“

Steve and I have great memories of talking and listening to all of Bruce's stories and
memories of the railroad. He knew everybody, could tell you who anyone was. He will
be greatly missed. Prayers for Sondra, and family.

Leslie Bush - April 01 at 09:11 PM

“

Sondra and Family prayers Bruce was an amazing man, smart, funny he loved the
beach and people in general, he loved all his friends. We all have good memories
with Bruce and just wish he could have been with us all a little longer Rest in Peace
my friend.
Mike and Amy McCoy

Amy Mccoy - March 31 at 11:10 AM

“

Bruce and I were the same age and I haven't seen Bruce in many many years. My
father was also a locomotive engineer for the Central of Ga/Norfolk Southern
railroad. My dad helped train Bruce to be an engineer. Bruce would always talk to me
about how much he respected my dad and how he wished he could have picked my
dad's brain about steam engines before he passed away. My dad would tell me what
a good guy Bruce was and how he was such a quick learner and very safety minded
engineer. I also didn't know that Ryan Posey was his step son. Ryan and I used to
work with each other at TSYS. I truly regret that Bruce and I did not keep up with
each other for whatever reason. The world has lost a truly good man but Heaven has
gained a truly good man. I know that Bruce and my dad are probably sitting around
now and telling each other railroad stories! Prayers to Bruce and his family. You will
be missed.
Steve Keller

Steve Keller - March 31 at 10:23 AM

“

Bruce lived life to the fullest. He loved the beach. He loved sitting and talking to
friends on any subject. Prayers to Sondra, his family, friends and railroad family.
Remember the good times, happy times and I think that is the way Bruce would want
it.

Gail - March 31 at 08:03 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

frank carter - March 30 at 09:19 PM

“

“

Thanks for tha memories bruce .
frank carter - March 30 at 09:21 PM

Deepest Sympathy from Billy, Jane Ginn and Family

Jane Ginn - March 30 at 06:10 PM

“

For the family; you are in our thoughts and prayers. I have known Bruce and his
family most of my life. I will miss looking across the street and seeing him as I did his
dad the same way. He will be missed, but know his memory will live forever. We are
here if you need us.

Jeanne - March 30 at 03:06 PM

